
How do we use ancient 
greek ideas today?

Learning Objective:
To identify the similarities and differences 
between our schools and schools in ancient 
greece. 
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What questions 
would you need 

to ask to find 
out if schools in 
ancient greece 

were similar to 
our schools 

today?

Discuss your ideas 
with a partner. 
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What questions did you come up with?

Did all children go to school?
How old were children when they started and left school?
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Schools in ancient greece differed depending on 
which city state (polis) you lived in. In sparta, 
for example, the focus was on creating strong 
warriors. In athens, there was much more 
emphasis placed on learning about the arts 
and creating free-thinking citizens. 

Most schools in ancient 
greece were private so 
parents had to pay to 
send their children to 
school. Only the rich 
could afford this. 
Children from 
working families 
would learn the 
family trade, ready to 
earn a living. 
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Only boys were sent to school in ancient Greece. 
Girls were educated at home and learnt how 

to run a household. Boys would start school at 
the age of 7 and would usually stay until they 

were about 14. They would have different 
teachers for different lessons: 

A grammatistes taught 
reading, writing and 
arithmetic. 

A kitharistes taught poetry 
and music. 

A paidotribes taught 
dancing and athletics. 
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Boys didn’t use paper and pens to write with in 
ancient greece. Instead, they would often have 

to learn things by heart which they would 
then be able to recite. Sometimes they used a 

wooden tablet coated in wax and a special pen 
called a stylus to write with. One end of the 
stylus was pointed for writing onto the wax 
and the other end was flat for rubbing out. 

a stylus
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What similarities 
and differences 

can you already 
see between schools 
in ancient greece 
and our schools 

today?
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Today you will be finding out the answers to 
your questions about school in ancient greece. 

Use the scale to predict how similar or 
different you think ancient greek schools 

were compared to our modern schools.

0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

very 
different

very 
similar

Which number did 
you choose and 

why?
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