
Who were the 
ancient greeks?

Learning Objective:
To find out about the beliefs of the ancient 
greeks. 
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Can you name any 
greek gods?

Do you know any 
greek myths?
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The olympian gods

there were two main 
groups of gods in ancient 

greek mythology: the 
olympians and the titans. 

In a great battle, the 
olympians defeated the 

titans to become the 
supreme rulers. the 

ancient greeks believed 
that the olympian gods 

lived on mount olympus, a 
real mountain in greece. 

mount olympus
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there were 12 main olympian 
gods. zeus was the king of the 
gods and the god of thunder 

and lightning.  

there was also...

apollo

aphrodite

hermes

artemis

hephaestus

poseidon

hades

hestia

hera

ares

athena

the olympian 
gods were all 

related to each 
other in one way 

or another. 
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the greek myths
the greek myths are a set of stories which 
the ancient greeks believed to be true. They 

usually involved a god, a hero and often a 
mythical beast. 

have you heard any of these myths?

theseus and 
the 

minotaur

medusa and 
the gorgons

king midas 
and the 

golden touch
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medusa and the gorgons

medusa was one of three monsters 
called the gorgons. although they 

had women’s bodies, they had snakes 
instead of hair, sharp claws and 
golden wings. anyone who looked 

into the face of a gorgon was 
immediately turned to stone.   

but perseus was sent on a 
mission by athena, the goddess 

of war, to go and kill medusa. 
the gods gave him weapons to 
help him defeat this terrible 
monster, including winged 

sandals so he could catch her.  
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but the best gift was from 
athena herself: a shield that 
was so bright and shiny that 

he could see his own reflection 
in it. “It contains no magic,” 

said athena, “but it is crucial 
to your task.” 

suddenly, perseus realised what 
he had to do. He went to the 

place where the gorgons slept. 
He crept in past the stone victims 
to where medusa lay. he turned 

his head away and used his shield 
as a mirror to look behind him 
at the sleeping gorgon. he cut 

off her head without once 
having to look directly at her 

face and became a hero. 
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what does this 
story tell you 
about ancient 
greek beliefs 

of their gods?
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