[bookmark: _GoBack]Home Learning 
Primary schools are not obliged to provide live lessons, for pupils during closures and indeed many are not offering anything like what we are doing.  Most of our classes are operating teaching both ONLINE for children at home AND are teaching the key worker children in class at the same time.  This is very, very different to how it was one in the last lockdown.  It is much more challenging and parents really need to be aware that (though there might be technical hitches now and again) our staff (teachers and TAs) are really working at a very high level and are learning new things every day.
I am very proud of them all and thank you to those who have passed on their appreciation through email and Facebook etc.
There are a few things we need to mention:
1) Teachers will be putting up a slide to remind children (AND PARENTS) of the ground rules.
2) Please get ready for the lesson before hand, get logged on and have pencils paper etc. ready.  We have had some children arriving later and later.  Please get into a routine for getting up, having breakfast, being ready for learning.  It is good to have routines for set chill out times and set times when your child CAN come and talk to you (even if you are working from home).
3) I would encourage parents to think about having a small wipe clean board and pen, which might be easier than paper.  Also, please have a rubber and a ruler, as I know some children are doing measuring.
4) No1 rule is NO SHOUTING OUT or repeated unmuting to interrupt. By and large, most children are following this rule.
5) Please try and get your child sat facing the device and not moving around. Remove any distractions were possible.
6) If you are struggling to get your child to focus, consider dropping out of the meeting and watching the recording.
7) Children are becoming more independent with online, but please do maintain some supervision.  Can Y5/6 children keep their cameras on please?
8) If children are not respecting the rules and are disrupting learning for others, the staff have been instructed to remind the child twice, to mute them, but if they persist, to remove them from the lesson.  If this is the case, the teacher will probably contact the parent and let them know why the child was removed.
9) It is essential that parents/carers understand the challenges of leading a lesson online.  Staff cannot teach and deal with questions, interruptions or technical questions while teaching.  Please try to resolve technical problems by looking at the Tekkie Page of the Home Learning section of the website.  If that fails email, Miss Ward on the Covid email.  Miss Ward will be adding a FAQs document to the page over the weekend.
10) Teachers have allocated 30 minutes in the morning and 30 minutes in the afternoon to deal with queries, wellbeing and to support where a child has struggled with a task.  Parents should manage expectations about how much help staff can give. 
11) Staff will put an out of office notice on their email reminding parents when they will read and respond to emails.
12) Please remember that, as well as teaching lessons online, they are also teaching a class.  Staff need to have time in the day to prepare lessons for the following day and week ahead.

It is vital that parents and staff are patient, sympathetic and understand that we are all doing our best. None of us should take their frustration out on each other.  PLEASE BE PATIENT AND KIND. 

It is important to understand that having so many people in the world working online, means that it is testing your broadband and devices at home, the websites and teacher laptops to the max.  Staff are prepared for technical problems and if the call is lost, they will shut down their system and re-join the meeting.  If home devices malfunction, we recommend that you drop out of the meeting, shut the device down, restart it and try to re-join.

Using a Kindle Fire 
We have loaned a few iPads to help families in need.  I have also now managed to find out how to set up a KINDLE FIRE to access home learning. Having bought two and tested them, I can now recommend them to parents.  I have made a couple of how to YouTube videos and posted them on the Tekkie Page on the website. https://www.waterortonprimaryschool.co.uk/tekkie-tips-on-how-to-get-your-gadgets-working-for/

FYI - I purchased the Kindle Fire 7 32gb (WITHOUT Ads) which was £69.99.  The case and screen protector took the cost up to about £94, but you can try a Kindle you have already, you can pay in instalments, you can buy a used one or a more basic one.
I am now looking into seeking donations to purchase a few Kindles 
for school SOLELY to loan to families.  If you would like to donate a 
device or support a family by purchasing devices, please get in touch 
with me on head2618@welearn365.com.  It might be possible to 
support families in purchasing devices for their child and I will 
investigate whether we can save VAT to make the cost cheaper.
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